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Axé

for flute/alto flute & piano

6'

PROGRAM NOTE

In 2018 I met a Brazilian man in Vermont (of all places!) whose family members were

practitioners in the Candomblé religion.  He introduced me to many different kinds of music

and told me about the term "Axé" (pronounced Ash-AY) -  which means "the spiritual force of

the universe", often being referred to as a "scared" and "vital" force. 

This was exactly around the time I had to start writing Allison Loggins-Hull's piece as part of her

Diametrically Composed project. As we can both attest to, being a mom can be difficult and

every day can present a new challenge.  Yet at the same time, there is undeniable power in being

the vessel responsible for delivering new life into the world.  

This piece is a celebration of that vital force and the spiritual connection to our ancestors that is

activated during certain moments of our lives.
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Transposed Score

flutist stands in the crook of the piano, lid open full

pianist hold sus pedal down during opening solo

alto flute

Mysterious

Commissioned by Allison Loggins-Hull

for her "Diametrically Composed" project
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117

pp ff

du

f

it- je- ki- ya- ki- ya- ki- ya- -

122

mf

du it- - sha ka- ta- - sha ka- ta- du- it- je- ki- ya- -

SHA!

ff

126

mf

3

8

3

8

2

4

3

8

3

8

2

4

3

8

3

8

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

&

>
> >

∑

U

> >

&
∑

U

close 

keyboard

slowly while

staring at 

each other

?

Speaking in Tongues

whipered consonants while playing

∑

U

&

look away as 

if in a trance

   shhhhhhhhhhhhhA!!

slow whisper into flute

>
3

3

3

&

slash = fist or palm on piano wood

over keyboard

x = tap or knock piano wood 

3 3 3 3
3 3 3 3

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

3

wild 

flutter-

tongue

pitch 

bend

3

accented fast

whisper into flute

>

3

3

3

&

3
3

3
3 33 3 3

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œn œ# œ# œ œ

≈

œn œ œ#
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œn œ#
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œ
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œ
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Œ

V V V V

≈ Œ ‚ ‚#

‚
‚# ‚ ‚#

‚# ‚ ‚

V

¿

j

V

¿ ¿ ¿

V

¿

j

V

¿ ¿ ¿

V

¿

j

V

¿ ¿ ¿

V

¿

j

V

¿ ¿ ¿

Œ
‚

‚

‰
‚ ‚ ‚

æ
æ
æ
œ# ‚n ‚ ‚n

‚ ‚#

‚n
‚# ‚# ‰

V

j

‰

V

¿

j

V

¿ ¿ ¿

V

¿

j

V

¿ ¿ ¿

V
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j

V

¿ ¿ ¿
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V
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‰
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130

f

ff

f

134

mp

fff

138

fff

&

make up consonants, the crazier the better...

feel free to add extra rhythms..................................................................................................................................................................................

played

and 

sung...

sing any

pitch

ord.

Ÿ
whole-

step

trill

3

3
3

3
3

3

3

&

open 

keyboard3 3 3 3 3

g
l
i
s
s
.

?
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

5

6

&
∑

g
l
i
s
s
.

∑

?

&

n

Ÿ~~~~
super-flashy chromatic-ish scale up as you please

3

&

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

?
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‚ ‚# ‚
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